
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVES $325,000 FOR TREEHOUSE AT EAST HAMPTON MEADOW

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $325,000 for Treehouse Foundation at Easthampton Meadow, a planned community designed to improve conditions for children in the public foster care system and the families who care for them.

  The funding will go toward the construction of The Big Red Barn, a 2,000-square-foot facility to house animals and activities, including formal animal therapies and informal interactions, both of which can have a healing effect on children who have experienced trauma and loss.

  Olver secured the funding in the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) Appropriations bill, which was passed by the House on June 14.

    Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked in that role to secure the funding under HUD's Economic Development Initiatives program.

  The Senate must still approve its appropriations bill and then both chambers will have to approve a reconciled bill before it goes to the president's desk to be signed into law.

  "The families and seniors in this wonderful intergenerational community, along with the eventual Big Red Barn, and will help children who have experienced trauma and loss to regain a sense of trust," Olver said. "I am pleased that I was able to secure this earmark and will work hard to ensure that this funding makes its way to this community."

 "We are very pleased that Congressman Olver was able to secure this very important funding," Mayor Michael Tauznik said. "The Big Red Barn is an important part of the overall project and will be of significant benefit to the children. The Congressman's work on behalf of his constituency is very much appreciated."

 "We are very grateful to Congressman Olver for his support of the Big Red Barn Animal Therapy Program," Judy Cockerton, Executive Director, Treehouse Foundation, said. "The significance of this new model of therapeutic care will resonate throughout the Pioneer Valley and positively impact many lives. Thank you Congressman Olver!"

  The Barn will house a variety of smaller animals, such as rabbits, sheep, goats, donkeys and miniature horses, with stalls located around a central gathering area. It will also feature a classroom and resource library, office, bathroom and tack room. The Barn will be designed, built and equipped for year-round operation and provide a bright, open space for children to engage safely with animals. In addition to serving Treehouse residents, the Big Red Barn will serve area school children.

                                                                                                                                                                                                     The Treehouse community in Easthampton celebrated its grand opening with an open house last week.

   The mission of Treehouse is to provide children in the public child welfare system with enduring family relationships and supportive community connections by implementing innovative programs and practices.

  With Mt. Tom in the background, the community is located on Park Street, next to White Brook Middle School, Nonotuck Park and the future Easthampton Elementary School. There is a Community Center with a library, dining hall, kitchen, multi-purpose room and offices. The design resembles a traditional village center with walkways, play areas and front porches.

  At Treehouse, 12 affordable rental homes will be ready this spring for families who are adopting children in care. It also includes 48 senior apartments, also at affordable rental rates, are available for seniors over age 55 who want to make a difference in the lives of children and serve as "honorary grandparents." Also, 33 market-rate homes at a range of prices for families of all ages and incomes will be available.

 For more information about this project, contact:
 Judy Cockerton, Executive Director, at 617-852-0735 or jcockerton@comcast.net
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